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.',:' CHAPTER IV.
vThe Fight at Oawn.

TT mi a oew team. It bad come
tbe trails . to the east, andItroto beart, gave a sudden Jump

. aa be thought of the , missionary
who was expected with the overdue
call. At first be bad a mind to Inter
cent the' figure laboring acrosa tbe
open, but without apparent reason be
changed bla course tnd approached tbe

As be came nearer be observed a sec
end figure, which ruse from behind
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:s Cw :t O- -t a pcwerful JFist and Cent
t! s Ley Hx.'rj to the Ground.

; 3 t:. i czl ilrczczi to meet tin.
. d:r:a pices ttcud cf tLa team It

; pel crd waited. J V

Cur C:z 0 tear citatrytlon
t vt'T2 ofrtli to take thea any
r:r." t?M a v;' -- .. They'd dia like
r'-- s rsicr r.-.- i rickar.;;r.v;y .'

-- .j Vw:;2 tir:: .i Jan. De advanced
i L'.j :": to fire, so that ,be

.'I t:? U ? jtrucjrer.
"Vca c:a from Churchill be

r::j rrcs rrc re hard Jy a question
. T v.cre tncre cf an excuse for blm
L.'iff tipiirer, nci te turned a little.
tl.-.- t for uu tie glovrtns tire

J In fcU ecs. ',' ...

"Vc .: we ftarted frca the Etawney
ta wevfe toduy.' V; M

J :a t:sd .rot!ie.yry uenr . .The stran ,

r !ztfm:ptd HliriMe'f to stare into
; tL'.n, Ctne farn ttnt bad grown i
i s wtlls crtir.eo almost within
:i cf tlrx-- ' VVltb a startled cry be
:r a ficp tack, and , Jan's rlolln
?t:2 to its j sow.

n ccsce. Tt3 xcrxnea aim--1

' :i: t'z'i tzio thi ttiZor incb by
iLci. fdlowed ty tte wLite face of the

TLcn ttcra c.r:e shrlllj- - from
';a's II. 3 tt rrad iLrlcking cf a name,
:.i tl3 trlTa Cashed as be leaped at

-3 ether's trcsrt. ; : ' i;' '
; Tte. kitzzzxt was quicker than te

. ith a rjdiea noresaeat: he cleared
itself cf the blow, and' as Jan's arm

rrpnt past him, the point of the knife
'tt'S bla coat sleeve, he shot out a

r'ul est and sent the boy reeling
i j lis ground.. I .. "vi

Ctunned and bleeding. Jan - dragffed
timself to his knees, lie saw the dogs
turning, beard a lotr voice urging them
to the trail and saw the sledge disap-
pear Into the forest, Be' stargered
from his. knees to .his feet and stood
uwajing In his weakness. . Then be
followed. j;..'-v- ;

''-:l-- '.'';'t ''
; Be forgot that he was leaving bis
k nlfe In s the " snow, forgot . that back:
tt?re about the Cre there were other
uQS and ; other ceo.'; Be followed,
flckened . by tts: blow; but gaining
Etrecgth as Jhe pursued.1, Aiiead of him
Is could- - bear the sound of the tobog
gan and the tactions hashing of a whip
over the backs of the .tired huskies.
Tta sounds filled im with Oerce
r treegth. '"ne wiped a way' the warm
trickle of blood that ran over his cheek
csd began to run, ' slowly; at first,
rTrtcglcg .in the easy wolf lope of the
.' --est runner, with his elbows close to
t.:s sides;'. 'v ;: ir .v"--- T

. 'At that pace be could have fpllowed
fcr hours, losing when the pack took: a
spurt; gaining "when they Jagged, an in-

sistent "Nesesls. just beblBd-wbe- n, the
weighted dogs lay down in thehr, traces,
When ' be-'hear- d the ' cracking of the

growing fainter be' dropped bis
ar."s strelgatj tb.Vhisi sides.- - and ran
tscre swiftly, his brain reeling with tbe

.''tl desire': to' reach ' the
sJeie, to7 drag from ir the map who'
bad struck blm. to choke life fromi tte
face tbat.baunted that "mental picture
cf tla. crtncing at him and gloating al-wfj- -s

from tbe shadow; world. Just be--;
;c :.l the pale, aweet loveliness of the

;j to lived tn IL ( X

:? -- r':
snow MDriW th reat of ht ftft. ;fle
reorlvl the iah bf low banalna hnjb
es wlttmut iprtnclujs tbe seiwitlao
of their "tins. 'OnlT bt? knew that be
wanted , a I r more and more air and
to vet It tie ran with open inonlb.
strncjrllna anrt tf:ixlric for it and jre

not Kttowtnit thai Jean de Uruvri
wnukt hare mitHrt nlrn toot for ibe
manner io whirh ne auugbt ll

He heard itvore af.d more talotl
:tie run of tbe ulnlxe Then tie beartl
it no longer., II in ueart. swelled in 8
Dual Imrxllns rffitrt, nod he plnoj-e-- J

ou uutll 'at laxt hla legs rrunapled
under biro and he pttrbed ,fare dwn-rar-d

In Ue oow, like a tblnjc stirn
by sudden death., ' 'v
' It was theu. with hi? s Tate bed and

bleeding rate. Ijtns lo tbe snow, tlml
reuMon taraa to retnrn to blm. ' A Her
a tittle w hile be draped hlinaelt weak
ly to h'a knees. t ill panting from tbe
mad effort be bad made to overtake
tbe sledge.. From a great distance be
beard faintly tbe noise of shootlnj:. ibe
whimpering echo of. half a bond red
Tolces and be .knew, that tbe soond
came from the retelers at tbe post.
It was proof, to blm that there bad
been no .Interruption to the carnlral
and that.tbe scene at tbe edge of tbe
forest had been witnessed by none. Be
turned again on the trail
" ' Where tbe forest broke into an open,
lighted by tbe stars, be found blond
In the footprints of the leading dog.
Dalfway across the open be saw where
the leader had ewuDg out from tb$
trail and the others of the pack bad
crowded - about, him. to be nrged on
by the lashings of the man's , whip.
Other signs of the pack's growing ex
haustion followed dose.--.-Tbe- -

man now . tra?eled ; beside the
sledge where the trail was rough and
rode where It . was smooth, and Bard.
Tbe deep Imprints of bis .heeled boots
In tbe soft snow showed that be ran
for, only a short distance at a time- -o

a hundred yards or lessand that aft-
er each running spell be brought the
pack to a walk. Be was beary and
lacked endurance, and this discovery
brought ' a Jow cry 'of exultation -- to
Jan's Upa -

. ; v :A ) v k j "'

' Be fell Into a flog" trot Mile after
mile dropped behind blm. Other miles
were ahead of blm. an endless wilder-
ness of miles, and through tbem the
pack persisted, keeping always beyond
sound and Tision. , ;:;:r "tr i

The stars began fading out of the
skies. - .Jan followed more, and more
alowlj.;,There was bird breathing ef-
fort now In tls jnnr4?-effo- rt ' that
caused ; him physical pain and dlsconh
fort.;. Bis feet ttuntled. occasionally
la the snow. Bla Ica from thigh to
knea beaa to ache wit the gnawing
torment tHzt centers In the marrow-
bone, and with thia bcgInnlngkof tha
Ynncer's era mp-- be was; filled with a
new and pclna ct terrcr. VS,ZZTL $ X.

-- TTcuJcJ lis dv3 Uit tlri c-i-
tf C.thr

zs tn tJa trail, bleeding at every toot,
would they still drtg. their burden be
yond the reach cf his vengeance r The
fear fastened Itaelfnpon blm.nrging
tim to greater effort, and be called
upon the last of his strength In a spurt
that carried him to where , the thick
spruce gave place to thin busb and the
bush to the barred and rocky side of a
huge ridge, up which the trail climbed
strong and well deflued. For, a I few
paces he followed it, then slipped and
rolled back as the fatal paralysis dead
ened all power of movement In bis
limbs. Be lay where he fell. moan'n
out bis grief . with 'wide staring eyes
turned straight up Into tbe cold aray
of the starless sky. :yt'C ;

For a long time be was motionless.
Then be began slowly to crawl tip the
trail Borne of-- tbe dull, paralvtlc ache
was gone from bis ; limbs, and ' as .he
worked bis blood began to warm them
Into new strength until be" stood up
and cnlKMt Ht-- a an nlmsl In tha iv4n4

fv . - ' , 5
. i4i

r There was something' In that wind
that thrilled him. It stung bis nostrils
to a - quick sensing ; of the ? nearness
of something , that- - was - bumsp. He
smelled smoke.' In it there, wasthe
pungent odor of green bAlsam mixed
with a fabit perfume of pitrb pine,
and because the odor of pitch rew
stronger as be ascended be knew that
It was a ' small fire tha t was.' making
the smoke,' with none ofithe fierce, dry
woods to burn up the smelt' K It was
a fire, bidden atoong tbe rocks; T tiny
fire, over which the fleeing' mlssioner
was cooking his breakfast -

Jan almost moaned aloud Io bis glad-
ness, and the old mad strength return-
ed to his body., Near the summit ot
the ridge be picked ub a.club. It was
a shon. thick cfub with the heavy end
knotted and twisted. ''KV- ;1V;-.;; ''
i Cautiously be lifted bis'face over the

rocks and looked out . upon a plateau
still deep in snow, swept bare by tb
winter wlnda and rorered- - witb rocks
:abdbu.be. III fai-- e "was o "white
.that 'at a. little. dUtanre It" might have
been--. taken for a snow bare. it went

tbe" flrWthe man and the dog " :

--The man wa '1oe to the ilttleJhlazeT
bla ;tiiaa shotUdetv btiitrEeci over.

Vteadjrtrig "a tua II .wiover t he flame.
Beyond mwere the, douv huddled
about tfie edge.c tnauiujate aa death
"'Jau drewV blniKeit over the. rucks
Omv he - had ee a big fotrted lynx
creep, upon a, wide awake fox. and. UK

.that lynx be rrept upon tbe wu h i;
side he re. . One of t he tired dojr
luovecU.aod ' bla, pnted; trostrlls nquiv
ered '411; ibe:alr TJan lay flat 4b the
snow. Then the dnga muzzle drunied
between bin paws, and the buy uivved
on ;,;'- - v. ; v , v

s

' . Inrb by Inch he advanced The tncb-.uiultll-

IheuiHelvea into . a foot
yibe foU 'enjrthefiKl nto :vardv and
stlir ttie mat ivtiiMineO. ho'irb'--d ojr
bla Klnuiierui: mi. In n tlu h Jan "rook
the ui si iai.' and m ruin --ranl
down iiimir the ir-in--r rn-a- d i n.
map piirh- -i otei iikK hu; nna. wtih
a shrlll vrx, the tmt 1 t. at bta throat.
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I am Jan Tboreaur be shrieked.
"I am' Jto TboreaoJao; Tboreao
come to keel your He dropped bis
club and was upon the 'man's chest,
bis slender fingers tightening tike steel
wire about tbe thick throat of his en-

emy." --l keel yon skw-lo- wr be cried
as tbe mlssioner struggled weakly.

The great thick body heaved ondet
blm, ana be pot all bis strength into

Ida bauds. Something struck him la
tbe face. Something struck hLn again
and again, but be fell neither the pain
cor tbe force of it, and bis voice sob-- .

bed out bis' triumph as be choked. The
man's bauds .. reached up and . tore at
bis hair, but Jan saw only, the mis-slone- rs

; mottled ; facet growing more
mottled and bis eyes staring in greater
agony up into bis own. y i : f

1 am Jan Tboreao be panted again
and again.' ?l am Jan Tboreau, an'. I
keel you keel" youIT. ; ; '

Tbe bloody poured from bis face. It
blinded blm nntil be could no longer
see the one from which' he was chok-
ing life. t He bent down bis b,ead to es-

cape: the . blows.-- . The . man's i body
heaved more and more; It turned until
he was balf under it. but still be bung
to tbe thick thrQat. as thOcveasel hapgs
tn tenacious death to the Jugular of Its
prey.yC-v- , ;':y: '

The tnlssioner's '.weight was 'upon
blm in crashing force 'now. His huge
hands struck and tore at the boy's head

ft

There Was ptath In Each ot the

and. fare, and then they bad fastened
tbemsel ves at hi nwk, Jan wa a eon
stious of a terrible effort to take .Jo'
breath, but be ; was hot" conscious of
patri The clutch Old not frigbtenrnlm''
It did ttot, make blm loosen bis grip

11 Ciders dug deeper.T He strove to'
cry ouf st! II b la Words of triumph," but
he could make, no ound. except a gasp-
ing like that which came from between
the gap! eg Jawi of the man whose life
bis , body : and -- soul were fighting to
smotherv.'.1-!- . ;

-

There was deatb.tn each of the two,
grips, but the man's was stronger,' and'
his neck' was larger, and tougher, so
that after a time ' be staggered to. bis
knees and then to bis feeuwblle Jan
lay 'upon bis back, bis face and hair
red with' blood.' his eyes wide open and
with a lifeless gtare tn .tbem. The mls-

sioner locked down upon his victim In
horror.? As thelUfe --that had nearly
ebbed out of him poured back into bis
body.' be staggered among , the dogs,
fastened tbem to the sledge and orged
them down tbe mountain into the plain.
There was soon no sound of the sledge.

'
'.

..

' ; ;
'

.:' ,
'

Balf a mile down the ridge, where it
sloped ; up gradually from; the forests
and swamps of the .plain, a team of
powerful ma lemutes were running at
the head Of s toboggan On jtbe' sledge
was a young half Cree wonian.'- - N6w
befide the sledge, now at the bead of
the dogs, cracking his whip and shout-
ing joyously ran Jeun de firavots. t ;

He was: bringing back ..with - blm "a

splendid young woman with big lus
trous eyes and balr tbfft sbone with
f.be gloss nf s ravenH wtng.ln the uo
She laughed.' at nlm; proudly as be
danced' aud ,leajed teaide her. reply
lug softly In Cree. hicb la the moRt

'beaqtiful' lanauage in
'

tbe world.: to
everything that be said.. :

I : Jean : leaped and ran. - erarted hi
caribon swbip, and "boated and anc
until bewaa panting and red in the
fare. Jnst aa lowaka bad called pon
blm to'top.'ard get a'aerond wnd th
malemntm drbped iarK . upun iho
baunrbea' Where 'Jan-.rbv- ti iav-fwlst- ed

and nteedrtig; jn the ihw
la tblsrrriea Ji

v He. Jan a , ilmp I h-r- ad and
ahouldefa up In his arm aafl n'.U

hrtlly to Iowukh who wn dieniao
gltng heraelt Tnm the ! thu-- R turs itV

wbW'b he)had wrapped lyx
fit la the hddler.i roid vou hUhic

who live With ; William at I'osi .n

Bain!" be shouted exriiediv in 're:
."He baa.tieen munlered He iihm

ta?en chcked to" dnth and . om uy

plerea Io the faie a if hv'aii .nnrmai '

Jean's evea nri atmur as lownka
kneeled . ttealde 'nun.-- ' "What hKhtr

'be i4jm1. "Se the footprint a hu-
man, end .'ft mali iiy. and the mur
derer ha gotw on e Pledger

"He la warm." jiid lowaka. "It
mat he that he i Mrf dead "

Jean d lira roi jprnnc to bt feet,
bla. little ihjm-- k ptw rtahinc with a.

dahcerou-- J tire Hi h lrjrlr leap he
WH Ht th w t tl- - Ii1j;h tlmiw
tnc f lie-- forw . nn fuiuit and "ah
other, object -t- -ii ni rifle.

"Fie l dead, lownit-i- . lAok at tbe
norni twaek In hl fsm It Is
Jeati de; firs vols w bo will atrh tbe
mnrderer. and yon win vtaf b and
make yoiraelf s ramp. Hlo-o-o-o- l"

be abonted to the malerontes.
Tbe team twtsted sjnuoosly and

swiftly In tbe trail as be sped over tbe
eOge ot the mountain. Opo the plalu
below be knelt upon the toboggan, with
hl rifie tn front of blm, and at rrta low,
blsying .Iromniir.ds.t which reached no
farther than the dogs' ears, the team
streti-he- their long bodies In pursuit
oitbe mbMiojjerand bis huskle9r:

Jean knew: thai whoever was ahead
of, blm was not- - far away, and be
Uugbed and bunched his shoulders
when he saw that-- : his magnificent
nunemaiea- - werv.maung uiree uioes
tbe speed of : the huskies: . 1 1 was a
short chase. - 1 1 led across tbenarrow
plain a'bd Into a dense tangle of swamp,
where the huskies bad picked their
way in aimless wsnderlng' until they'
came out In thick, balsam ,snd Bank-sia- n

pine. Half a tqile farther ou. and
the trail broke --rlnto.' an open . which
led down to the smooth surface of a
lake; and tworthirds amiss, the lake
was the fleting'mlsgkmer. '

CHAPTER V.- -

For Heri: .f -

HB matemute leader: flung open

T ' his jaws in a deept baying tri.
umph; and "with a savage yell
Jean cracked bis cariboo whrp

over his back. Be saw the man ahead
of him lean over, the end of bis' sledge
as be urged ' bis dogs, but the huskies
went no faster, and then be caught a
glitter of something that flashed for a'
moment In the sun.- - ' 'l - . , A j v

--Ahr said JeanrsbftlyUs a bullet
sang over bis head... fBe fJrest Jean
de. Gra vols V ;f He dropped " Bis "r. whip.
and there was a .warm glow of happi-
ness in bis little dark fact as be .level,
ed his rifle over the backs, of bla male-mute- s.

"Be fires at Jean de Gravels,;
and It Is Jean who can hamstring a
caribou at 300 yards on the runrv- - i "

. For an Instant, at the crack of his
rifle tberev was no movement "shead.
then something rolled from the sledge
and biy doo bled tip in the snow1.
hundred yards beyond Iff the huskies
stopped In a rabble and turned to look
st the approa.ch.ng strangers.; 'i '; i

. Beside, it Jean, stopped and" when be-sa-

the face, that stared" up it blm;
he clutched bis thin handi fpPbis long
black hair and cried out to shrill amaze
ment and horror: fi
" "The saints in heavenvlt It the rals--i
sioner from Churchill Tf- 1,2
: Be turned the insa over and found
where ' his bullet ; bad entered -- under
one arm and come out from under the
other. 'There was no spark of life left
The mlssioner was already dead.
.'. fThe. mlssioner; from burcjEdUr, be.

I gasped jagaia jHl i
Beiooked ' up. at the wanrt, sun, and

kicked the ' meltlngsniw -- oader.', bis '

'moccasined teet'tv?5i m
--It wiU , tha-- very soon,"; be said to

himself, looking again aftbe dead Inao.
"add then be will go.lnto tbe lake."- - i

He headed his malemcfes back to the
forest . Then: he ran out and cut the
traces of the : exhausted, huskies. ; and
with bis whip .scattered'' tbem lo free-
dom over the, ice. & Hs i: , : ':'

"Go to' the wolvesr shouted in
Cree. ."Hide yourselves from the post,
or Jean de Gravois will cut out your
tongues and take your skins off sliver

1 When, be came baqk to the top of the
mountain Jean found lewaka ' making
hot coffee, while. Jab; was bundled up
in furs near the flraL:vv ; ;.

"It is as I said." she called. "He is
silver "rv

: r V" :-
-

Thus it happened that the return ' of
Jean de Gravois to the'post was even
more dramatic than he bad schemed it

.to be,' for, be brought pack ;wlth him
not only a beautiful wife from Church-
ill, but also the half dead Jap.Thoreau
from the scene of battle on the moun-

tain.V And in the mystetry of it all be
reveled for two days, for Jean "de Gra.
vols said not a word about the dead
man oo the lake beyond the forest, nor
did the huskies 'come back - farto-the- ir

bondage to give a blnt of the missing
missionary." - f:i: r' ;.

'

y? ;''C:'s:f v
' m .v:-'V.'-'..r-?-

- From the day after tlie caribou roast
the fur; gatherers ; began- - scattering;
The Eskimi; left the', next morning.
On -- the second day' Mukee's people
from . the Vest set off along the ' edge
of the Barrens.': Most of the others left
by ones; and twos into the wilderness
to tbe south and east. .: -

Less thsn a dozen still put off their
return to the late spring trapping, and
among : these ."were Jean ; de Gravois
and ; his wife. ' Jean waited until the J
third day. Then he went to see Jan.
The boy was bolstered up to his cot,
with Cummins balancing the ' little
Meltese on- - tbe edge of the bed when
he came In. ' - - : " ::

For a time Jean ; sat and wstcbed
them in silence.' Then be made a sign
to Camming, wbo joined him at. the
door. . .

'
. "...

"I am going the. Athabasca way to-da- y,

be said. T wish to talk5 with
the boy before 1 go. I have a word
to say to him which no ears should
hear but. bis own. , WI1 It be rigbtr

"Talk to him ss long as yon like."
said Cummins, "but don't worry blm
about the missionary.. You'll not get
a word from him." 'V

Jan's "eyes spoke ' With a devotion
greater, than words as Jean de Qra-vol- s

came ; and sat close beside him.
He knew, that It was Jean wbo bad

v
brought him alive into the' post

fAh, it was wan fight"
he jsaid softly; J "You are a brave boy,
Jan Thoreaul" J.

"Too did not see It?" asked Jan.
TJnconscionsly the words came from

blm 'In French, Jean caught one of
his thin bands and laughed joyfully,
for the spirit of btmj was French to
the bottom of bls.souU

"Tsee"ltt fSor neltbAfI nor lowaks,
but there it wss la the snow, as alaio

as tbe eyes In your fsce. And did 1
not follow ; tbe trail that staggered
down tbe moontslo, while lowaks
broucbt yon back to life? And when
I came to tbe lake did I not see some-
thing black 'out opon It tike a charred
log? And when I came to It was It
not, tbe dead body of tbe ' mutsioner
from Cbnrcblll? Eh. Jan Thoreso?"
. Jan sat op in bla bed. with a sharp
cryr ;' ; : -:-

- ;

"The thaw will open np the lake In
a few daya' : Then be will go down in
tbe first slush."- - And Jean looked about
him i cautiously again and " Whispered
low "if ;' you see anything atout ; the
dead misaioner that yod do not under-
stand thluk of Jean de Gravois." "

He rose to hfs feet and bent over
Jan's white face.'':'-- : ' ,

- -
'

- "I am going the Athabasca way to-

day." be finished. "Perhaps, J&n Tbor.
eau. you "will bear after a time that it
woul bi best ; for Jean de Gravois
never to return agafa to this Post Lae
Bald. If so you will find him .be-
tween Fond du Iaq and the- Beater
river,"- -: He passed out , .

W ben Cummlds ; returned be found
JanY cheeks flushed and tbe boy in a
fever. V .y-:

J
t .

rlevli take that Gravoisr be grpwl--
ed. ;;V- ';:'v;iV'V "v - '

"He has been to me," said
Jan simply. "I love blm." ,

;: On. the. second day after the French-- "

man's' departure Jan rose free 'of the
fever which had threatened him for a
time. ' and tn the : afternoon , be' bar-aess- ed

Cummins' dogs. The last of he
brappers bad started from tbe post that
morning, their sledges snd dogs sink-
ing heavily In the deepening slush, and

'Jan set off over the smooth toboggan
trail; made by the company's agent Io
his return .to Fort Churchill.' q
f This" trail followed close along the
base of the .ridge : upon : which he bad
fought the missionary, joining that of
Jean de Gravois miles beyond. Jan
climbed the ridge. From where be had
made, his attack; be followed the al-

most .obliterated trail of the French-ma-n

and his malemutes until he came
to . the lake, and then, be knew that
Jean de Gravois had spoken the truth,
for. be found the missionary with bis
face balf bxiried in , the slush, stark
dead.;.-:V--:- :

. He no longer had to guess at the
meaning of Jean's words.; Tbe bullet
bole "nrider t he. dead man's , arma, was
top largejto ewape eyes like Jan's. Into
the. lit tie hidden world which be treas-
ured In hi ,Wart : therer in me! another

Jfatv'I' to remain alwaya' with him the
fare - of. the" eoUrageou -- lit tie : forest
dandy who yra hurrying with
bride twrk - ldto' the "couutry of

'
the

' Athahn;a. 1 v ' : V.

i Fniui t ba t night 'Ja n'a eyes were no
Wijret fflletf witb'ihe-tiervousc- . glitter 1

drynashe whUhVaivilme badgiven
blm aiatiieMram-- e a)nKt of 'iiadneia
'trr pisnv orthelr-eearchlns-

; miH lon
:thera?fa- -

: r.i inouii hie . glow; a nd" Cummins felt
Jhe effeii; of the'rhahgert luI; a' i:ree tniplr 'had fhtijrid Jan's vlo-"i- n

In the1 imw ; and had brought It , to
'MaiialiaV 'ltrorV Cummins flnlahed his

PIer:tbe imy liegan to play, aud he
--jthttnnedto pffif ; until the lights at

Slie "Mt 'went our and iMitb the man
and the child were deep In sleep

IThen Jan atopeb .There, was tbe Are

of a 4keen ;wakef ulneaa In bis eyes as
be carefully iiufaateued the strings of
his Instrument and beldjt close to the
ill tamp so that he iiuld peer drfwn
through - the narrow aperture In " the
!kix.::';-:':- v: - i i i cxy .

'

.He looked again at CumminC The
man was sleepiuj with bis facif to the

'
wall With, the booked wire, which he
useii 'for . cleaning bis

'
revolver Jan

fished gently at- - the-- very end of the
boxt and after three --. or. four efforts
tbe wire' caught 'In -- something soft
which' be pulled toward ' him. Through
the' bulge in the "F"' hole he dragged

. forth : a smalC tightly rolled
T cyUnder

of faded red cloth." T ;: U
v For a few moments be sat watching

the deep breathing of: Cummins, un-

rolling the cloth ;as 4 he watched,- - until
be bad spread"' but: upon the table be-

fore him a number of closely written
pages of paper.' 4 He weighted them at
one end with bts violin and held them
dowo ; at ' the Other" with his bands.
TbV:: writing was --10 x French. ; JBeveral
of the pages were in s heavy mascu-
line hand, the words running one upon
another so closely that In places they
seemed to be connected, and from
tbem Jan took his fingers, so that, they
rolled np like a spring. Over, the oth-
ers be bent his bead, and. there came
from blm a low. sobblng breath.'

On these pages the: writing was that
of a woman.' and from the paper there
still rose a faint 'sweet scent of helio-
trope.' For half ao hour Jao; gazed
uppo tbem, reading the worda slowly
until be came to tbe last page. v

A oew ' aud strange longing : crept
Into his heart He stretched out bis
arms.- - with the papers and bts violin
clutched In his bands, aa if a wonder-
ful spirit was calling to him. ; : ; i

For the first time to bis lonely life
it came to blm this rail of the great
world beyond the wilderness aud sud-

denly be crnsbed the "woman's letter
to bis lips, snd his voice burst from
him in wblspering, thrilling eagerness:

"1 wllf come to yooj-som- e day w'en
ze leetle Melissa come too." ...

.T r
Be rolled the written pages togeth-

er, wrapped tbem In tbe faded red
cloth and concealed them again in the
box of his violin befpre he
the cabin.

The next morning Cummins stood
In the door and said:

How warm tbe sun Isl The snow
and Ice are going, Jan. Ifs spring.
We'll bouse : tbe sledges today and
begin feeding tbe dogs on flab."

Each day; thereafter the sno rose
earlier, the day was longer and tbe air
was warmer, and with the warmth
there bow came tbe sweet scents of
tbe : budding earth and the - myriad I

sounds of the deep unseen life of the

forest awakening from its long slun
ber in Its bed of aaow. y ?. .

' .:;
1 The post fell back lato tta old ways.
Now and then a vtsitor came tn from
out of tbe forest but Be remained for
only a day or two. taking back Into
the solitude with Blm a few of the
oecessariea of life. Williams was busy
preparing Bis books for the coming of
the company's chief agent from Lon-
don, and Cummins, wbo was helping
"'',- - W::.:

the factor, had a good 'deal of extra
time on bis bands. ":'i:r5
: Before the last of. the snow was
gone he and Jan began dragging in
logs for sn addition which they plan-
ned for the little cabin. Basking out
in the sun. with a huge bearskin for a
floor, Mellsse looked upon : the new
home building with wonderful demon- -'

stratlons of Interest CummlnsV face. ,

glowed with pleasure as she' kicked
and scrambled on the bearskin and
gave shrill voiced : approval of their
efforts. I '.':-- : v j 'y;:- - '
; Jan was tbe happiest youth In .the
world. It was certain that the. little
Mellsse, nearly six months old. under-
stood what they were doing. : .," v .

As the weather grew .warmer and
spring! changed into summer Jan took
Mellsse upon short excursions ; with
htm Into the forests, and he picked,
for t her 1 great ; armfuls ' of Co wars'
and arctic; ferns. - The grave was nev-

er without fresh offerings,"- snd; the
cabin, with Its new addition complete,
was always ; filled with ' the beautiful
things that spring up out of the earth.

Jan aud Mellsse were nappy.: and tn
the joys of these two there was pleas--
ore for tbe others of the post as there
bad been happiness tn the presence of '

the woman; Only upon Cummins had
there settled ' a deep 1 grlet . The
changes bf springtnd "sirmmer, bring-
ing with, tbem all that this desolate
world held of ; warmth and beauty, fill-

ed blm with tbe excruciating pain of
his great grief, as If the woman had
dle'd but yesterday. ; ".. :'j '

. . ;

A last, his gaunt frame thinned by
, nights snd days of .. mentalJleepless
be. said that thai company's

business was calling him to Churchill,
and early ' in August- - he left for the
bay. f Be left Mellsse la care of Jan
and! the child seemed to recognize the
guardianship. . .

"
. s

, When Cummins came back from
Fort ' Churthlll In' the autumn he
brought with bfm a pack full of things
for Mellsse.' Including new; books and
papers, for which he had spent a share
of bis season's earnings. As be was

'freeing - these treasures ' from their
wrapping of soft cariboo, skin, with
Jan and;Me!ie both looking on, fie
stopped suddenly and glanced from his

"

knees up at the boy.-''- J
-'' --

.

they're woliderlng" over at Churchi
111 what became of the missionary who

. left wlth: the mail. Jan --They say be
,was fast aeen at the.'.Ktnwoey." rf

' y
l"?And not. heri? r replied Jan qnlckly

; "Not that they know of." "said
on the

boy, "TUe man who drove him never
gof b.ick to Cbiirthtll They're won.
dertn'g w here tlie dri ver;went t oo, . A
cofiipariy 'oncer has ' gone up" to the
Etawuey' aud It" ts posslbte he may
come over ih Iic Bain. 1 don't believe
he'll And the missionary." V ; U

f "Neither do t. ald Jan quiy coolly.
Be Is' probably dead.-an- d tbe.wolre

and foxes bare eaten him before this,
or mebby ze feeshT .' ;' .

'
,

'' :

- Cummins . resumed his , task of , un-

packing, and amongthe books which
be brought forth there were two which,
he gave to Jan. ': :

.
r ' :

'-

-
,

The supply ship from .London came
In while I was at Churchill, and tiose
came with It" he explained. "They're
scboolbooks. ; There's ; going to be a
school , at Churchill 'next winter, and
tbe winter after that it will be at York
factory, dowu on the Bayes."' He set
tled back, on his heels and looked at
Jan. "It's tbe first school that has ever
come nearer than 400 miles of , us
That's at Prince Albert" - i

' i For many succeeding days Jan' took
long walks aloue In the forest, trails
and silently thrashed but the two prob-

lems which Cummins bad brought back
from Churchill for blm.' : Should be
warn Jean de Gravois that a company
ofilcer was Investigating the disappear-
ance 'of the missionary? ' "' ?

'At first his Impulse was to go at once
Into Jean's haunts beyond Fond du Lac
and give blm tbe news, but even If the
ofilcer did come to Post Lac Bain now
would be know that the missionary
was at the bottom of the' take and that
Jean de Gravois was accountable for
It?. So In the end Jan decided that It
would be folly to stir up the little hunt-
er's fears, and be thought no more of
the company's Investigator wba had

v
gone up to the Etawney. "

I

(Continued Next 8aturoay)

TOCDHiACGlOinODAY
Take Laxative Bromo Quinine
Tablets, e All druggists refand
the money if it fails to cure.
E. W. Grove's signature is on
each box v v; c .' ,

PARIS UEDICINS CO, Louis, U 3 s
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Healthy Mothers and ChH- -
Make Happy Hera

Motherhood is woman's higheat sphere
In life, x It is the fruition of feex dearest
hopes and greatest desires: ret thnu.
sands of noble women throcgh some de
nhgement have been denied thij bJesing.
; ' In many homes once childless there axe
now children because of the fact that
Lydia ELPinkham's Vegetable Ccmpocad
cisieswometfnormal,heathysnditrcri2. :

San Antonio, Texas. 'To an wcraen
Who desire to have . children in 1 their

homes and to be well
and happy I recom
mend LytiiaE. Pink
ham's Vegetabla
Compound, I suf-
fered from s dis-
placement and other
female, weakness.
Lydia E. Pinkhaa'sl Wit T1. X.

Vegetable Ccnpousd
was the only remedy
that ever helped me, j
andnowl tn a happy

mother and highly recemmend veer med
icine to sJl nry friends."-M- rs. A. B.
MABTIXZ2, in a Laredo St, an An-
tonio, .Texas.
y. Brooklyn, N.Y.- -'I tu sJl! ail Cie
time and did not know what tit r.ittsr
was. I wanted a baby but ry t:alth
would not permit it I was z.zr:m, ny
side ached and I was all . ru " I
heard thatLydiaE.Pinkkin'$Vcjcl!a
Compound was good asd tock Vr. rr.-J-d-

ae.

I have now a beastiTul baby tr.4
your Compound has helped r.a ia every
way."-M- rs. J. J. Stsast, Ilxra-boldtS- t,

Brooklyn, N.Y.
I yoa want special tlv!:'i Tnl! li

ijciz nrisiiia rc:::i-- 3 Co. (c:
dtsthl) Lysat3. Yc r I t! r ttI'J
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-- Prepared expressly for cell-
ing cement, plaster and It'.zlz
walls. ': ,;.v!:: :-'

Concretat . works freely : izl
covers more surface than tzy
other cement coating.
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